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COVER PICTURE

The cover picture shows the Monte Eyehorn
(2131 m), Italy. The cyclopropanation of olefins
mediated by porphyrin complexes of group IX
metals has been reviewed, and several method-
ologies affording cyclopropanes with good dia-
stereo- and enantioselectivity have been de-
scribed. The efficiency of porphyrin complexes to
reduce the activation barrier (as symbolically
represented in the photo) allows the synthesis of
a wide class of compounds bearing a large num-
ber of different substituents on the cyclopropane
ring. An overview of the mechanistic aspects of
these reactions, explored over the years to im-
prove the performance of porphyrin-catalysed
cyclopropanations, has also been provided.
Details are presented in the Microreview by
E. Gallo et al. on p. 5071ff.
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